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WHITE DEER STAG HUNT IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC



Although the historical origins of white deer are not clearly proven,
In the past they were most likely native to Persia and can be
classified as Cervus elaphus maral, a subspecies of Caucasian deer.
They were Introduced to Bohemia around 1780, when several
breeding farms were established on the estates of the noblemen of
the time families. At the turn of the 20th century, howevert, there was
only one population living since 1824 in one game reserve in central
Bohemia. During the years of its existence, game numbers fell
several times to the critical limit and not always well-considered
breeding experiments together with the neglect of the care of
grazing crops had a negative impact on the quality and health of the
populatibn. As recently as 1967 there were only 35 animals in the
tribal population. The limiting factor of population development is
very low reproduction as one as a consequence of inbreeding. At the
end of the 1970s, attention finally began to be paid to more attention
to white deer. One of the points of the proposal for to stabilize the
breeding was the establishment of another game preserve for the
second lineto eliminateinbreeding. Of several alternatives, the
former deer preserve was finally chosen in another oak forest
complex near a castle. The transformation of the forestry sector
after 1992 and the subsequent restitution of the property led to a
change of ownership and thus the direct communication between
the two breeds was interrupted. The priority of the breeding work in
the game preserve, which is being transferred to the management of
the State Enterprise Lesy Ceské republiky is to strengthen the
overall constitution of the game, to minimise the concomitant
phenomena of inbreeding and to maintain a good state of health,
with the aim of permanent improvement of the colour structure of
the herd in favour of the white population. The basis for achieving
the set objectives was the significant improvement of Iiving
condjtions for the animals and the establishment of two additional
breeding farms within the enterprise.
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This game reserve with an area of around 121 hectares is located in
an isolated forest complex. A river flows near the northern edge of
the preserve, and one tributary flows directly through the
fenced area. The altitude ranges from 240 to 270 m above sea
level. 112 ha of the total area are forest land, 8 ha are agricultural and
other areas and 1 ha are watercourses and small water reservoirs. The
species composition of the forests is very varied. Summer and winter
oak have the highest proportion of more than 30 %, while other
broadleaved species account for 42 %. Of the conifers, which are still
declining in the course of reforestation, spruce is the most common.
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St. Hubertus Hunting tours
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ﬁ'om the UNESCO-Iisted historic centre of Kutna Hora, this hotel offers

beer bath, sauna, jacuzzi and massages. Free parking is available. The local rustic-style restauran A
wooden décor serves traditional Czech cuisine as well dlls‘bes. All rooms have a-IV free Wi-Fi I
There is a work desk and a seating area. The furniture reflects medieva] atmosphere of the historic town
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